IRISH GIRLS

Find a Harbor of Refage in the
Mission of Our Lady in
New York City,

The First Picture of the Great
"Clty That Greets the Eye
of the Stranger.

What This Noble Institution
Has Done for Unprotected
Immigrants.

INTENDED AS THE HOME OF A TORY

Some time ago the Kentucky Irish
American published a very interesting
article concerning the great number of
beautiful Irish girls arrivingin New York
City, in which reference was made to the
mission for their protection and the work
of the good fathers in charge, This week
we print the following complete history
of the institution from the pen of Pat-
rick J. Enright in the Syracuse Catholic
Sun:

Just within the gateway of the New
World, overlooking Battery park and the
blue expanse of the Atlantic, stands a
guaint looking brick mansion of colonial
architecture upon which time has left its
indelible imprint. Bv reason of its loca-
tion, it is the first picture of the great
city of New York that greets the eye of
the stranger as he presses on to the Amer-
jcan shore. To those whose visit to
America is for the purpose of seeking
pleasure and recreation, this unimposing
structure can furnish but little interest
except that the contrast between it and
the more modern buildings that line New
York bay indicates the process of the de-
velopment of our metropolitan city. But
to the Irish immigrant girls who come as
exiles to our shores, seeking the liveli-
bood which the soil of their native Jand
is unable to furnish, this unpretentious
edifice of other days is much more at-
tractive than the surrounding structures
which are more pleasing to other eyes
and more elegant in design. For them
it is a refuge which they may enter, and
there experience, even among strangers,
the goodness of charitable hospitality.
Even to that less fortunate class, this
bnilding itself might not be more than
the object of a casual glance were it not
for the words inscribed over its portals
and the golden cross that stands out
prominently before it. The emblem of
the crucified Savior speaks silently and
yet with eloquence to the wanderer
among strangers, while the inscription

to their entrance to the new fields that
await them.

Certainly the objects for which this
institution was founded are alone suffi-
cient to merit and to hold the attention,
al least of those who were once exiles
from their native howes, and who in
this land of religions freedom and polit-
ical equality have prospered to a degree
not warranted in a country that for cen-
turies has suffered from tyrannical op-
pression, persecution and starvation.

If the founders of this home had no
other object in mind than to supply a
Catholic bureau for the information of
Irish immigrants, their purpose would
yet be deserving of praise and commend-
ation, for such a department would of
necessity materially aid the immigrant
to obtain some knowledge of the country
to which they have come and would fur-
nish them with relinble information
which in many cases is very much
needed. How many of the Irish people
lestve their native country with no par-
ticular place in view other than the vast
country of America, trusting to God and
the magnanimity of the American people
to formulate their future designs? Fol.
lowing the methods of their ancestors
who since the year 1846 have immigrated
to the haven of the West in search of
life and liberty. But, alas, they fail to
appreciate that times and circumstances
have changed and that the country that
receivegl the Irish exile of half a century
ago is not the Americn of today, and that
the resources which then lay hidden and
uncultivated have long since been devel-

oped, leaving fewer opportunities to
strangers who come in search of a liveli-
hood.,

The false idea of America which the
Irish immigrant girl entertaing leads her
to believe that her landing upon Ameri-
enn soil 18 sufficient to insure her imme-
diate success and prosperity. Quite laud-
able therefore is the work of the institu-
tion that would prepare the immigrants
and particularly the Irish immigrant
girls for the disappointments which must
certainly come to them, and which wonld
supply them with knowledge that will aid
them to avoid or to overcome the difficul-
ties which have so often crossed the path-
way of exiles who have begun life in
America without the advice of anyone
competent to give wise counsel,

Many, too, reach New York with the
expeclation of meeting friends who in
many instances either neglect to meet
them or prove prejudicial rather than
favorable to the progress of the immi-
grant, Under such circumstances the
immigrants find that they are friendless
and without homes or prospect of work,
and must seek aid from some charitable
refuge where they remain until they find
employment.

But the second object is even more
worthy than the first. What grander
thought could engage the mind, or what
nobler purpose actuate the efforts of man
than that which would seek to establish
i home for the protection of young girls
in order that they might be saved from
temptations which otherwise might engulf
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the curious old building is the Home for
Irish Immigrant Girls,

It is strange that this edifice, which
wis constructed at the time when Ireland
was in the throes of insurrection, and
which was originally iutended as the
home of an American Tory, should ulti-
mately become an institution to which
the exiled danghters of Erin might turn,
upon their arrival in America, as a refuge
where they might receive counsel amid
advice ; vea, even financial assistance to
aid them in their new ventures and un-
dertakings, The adaptability of the edi-
fice for the purpose for which it is now
used, and its proximity to the water
fyont, probably furnished the reason for
its selection as the home for girls of the
Irish race, who, through their benighted
circumstances, are compelled to turn to
our country to maintain an existence,

Fifteen years have now passed since
the hopes and ambitions of the late
lnmented Father Riordan of New York
City were realized in the founding of
this home. For years the venerable and
unselfish spirit of that noble priest had
battled with the discouraging obstacles
which bad frequently presented them-
gelves and which at times seemed des-
tined to undermine and destroy the plans
which he had made for the protection of
Irish maidenhood, but finally he tri-
umphed over all difficulties in the estab.
lishment of this charitable institution,
To the zeal of that noble priest of God
did the home owe its life in the trying
days of its early existence, and to his
jdeas of administration, as followed by
his successors in this charitable work,
does it owe its prosperity. This grand
man whose mind bad conceived the idea
of protecting the simple and innocent
Irish maidens from the wickedness of
human land sharks that infest the sea-

cities of America continued his
charitable work with incessant zeal even
to his last breath, upon which lingered
the beautiful expression, ‘' Take care of
the immigrant girls.,” That the injunc-
tion so solemnly pronounced has been
faithfully obeyed by his successors is
evidenced by the continued growth and
success of the institution,

That it may give the readers of the
Sun an idea of the work which is being
done by this institution, through its effi-
clent directors and especially through
the charitable zeal of its present chief
director, Rey, Michael J, Henry, and its

Mr. Patrick McCool, we will give

the objects for which this charitable

¢ was established, as we find them

recited in the fifteenth annnal address to
the [riends of the home.

First, To establish a Cathiolic bureau
~ at the landing depot to supply informa-
 tiomtoi ts and to protect their
o interests
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immigrant, with the aid of advice, to find
employment, and especially when that
counsel comes from those who are inter-
ested in his welfare, but with the immi-
grnot girl it is different ; some of them
have found themselves unequal to such a
task, and hence te obtain a livelihood
have even sacrificed their honor, Chiefly
to overcome such baneful consequences
was the Home for Irish Immigrant Girls
established, and it is pleasing to note that
since the foundation the home has thrown
open ils portals to all immigrant Irish
girls irrespective of creed, and has wel-
comed or protected over 200,000 of
them until their friends have heen found,
or until employment is obtained for them
in such places as were best adapted to
their conditions and education. Some,
however, have been unwilling to accept
the counsel of those in charge of the
home, and have continued upon uncertain
journeys with no other recommendation
than an address of some relative of a
friend in their native lnnd, who, perhaps,
if the truth were known, is unable to
offer hospitality,

Let us now consider the third object
for which the home was founded—to
establish an immigrant chapel. Many an
immigraat girl’s heart has throbbed with
joy as she bebeld on landing the immi-
grant chapel in the midst of the activity
of New York, where, after a long and
tiresome journey, she might receive the
consolation of her religion ; for whatever
may be said of the Irish exiles they have
in America held tenaciously to the doc-
trines of the Catholic chuwrch, enunciated
to them by the soggarth of the old home,
Like Longfellow's Arcadian exiles, the
Irish immigrants as they lingered for the
lust time upon the shores of their native
land are consoled by the encouraging
words and blessings of the Irish pastor;
and il was the idea of the founders of this
home that the same exiles might, upon
their arrival upon American soil, give
thanks to God for their safety by assist-
ing at the divine sacrifice,

The work of the mission is not confined
to meeting immigrant girls, who, for
some reason or another, are prevented
from continuing their journey, nor is it
limited to protecting and sheltering them
until they are otherwise provided for,
Many other benefits accrue to the immi-
grants, but it is difficult for the public to
penetrate beyond these external evidences
of charity and to discover the moral influ-
ence of this great work,

To bring about the results which have
been obtained much time, labor and ex-
pense are required, together with the
greatest enrnestness of purpose allied with
sympathy for the Irish people. The time
and labor have been willingly contributed
by the generous souls in charge, and so
ardent nre they for the success of their
work that they have never faltered or
failed to respond when the service of the

¢ 50 generously given has
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‘however. the officers recently appointed
by the Washington authorities have given
much assistance and have extended many
conurtesies to the directors of the home,

Of course the mission has never re-

ceived financial aid from the municipal,
State or national government, but has
existed chiefly from the volnutary con-
| tribution of friends and of guests who,

[ through curiosity, have visited the home
to learn the object and extent of this
| worthy institution, It is surprising and
at the same time blameworthy that those
who should be most interested in this
| work—the Irish people in America—do
| not give to the mission that support
which is proportionate with the benefits
| which are received from it by the Irish
race, Never yet has there remained un-
answered by Irishmen in America an
appeal sent forth from the Emerald Isle.
The virtue of charity deeply imbedded in
the Celtic heart has always and ever
[ manifested itself in the financial aid
which Irish-Americans have willingly
given to uplift their brothers who still
| suffer from tyrannical rule, And it is this
| very same circumstance that makes it
seem strange that our people have failed
| to recognize the only institutionin Amer-
jca which receives the immigrant Irish
gitls as they arrive from their nintiw
| shores, and which yearly accomplishes
more to preserve the native purity of
Irish womanhood than any other institu.
| tion within our confines, Nor does the
work of the mission end here. It goes
still further and endeavors to inculcate
in the minds of its wards the idea that in
America at least the Irish people have
become emancipated by their own forti-
tude, cournge and perseverance, and that
| they are no Jonger to be found chiefly
among the “hewers of wood and drawers

| of water;"! but on the contrary that they
| stand in the foremost ranks of business
and professional life: and further that the
immigrant girl who shall remain indus-
trious and true to herself may hope to
obtain social rank equal to the most ex-
alted, for the reason that the republic to
which she bas given her allegiance las
never failed to lend its sympathy to those
who have suffered from oppression, and
will never fail to extend even to an exile
jts good will and friendship,

But the work of the mission during the
past fifteen years is bul a circumstance
compared with the good which will be
accomplished with the continued growth
of this institution. While it was at first
ati experiment, the basic idea of charity
upon which it was constructed has en-
sured such success that we can hope that
the near future will find similar institu-
tions in every seaport city of America.

THEATRICALS.

The Avenue, after its week of rest, will
reopen Sunday night for the holiday
week with Wm, Calder's great scenic
production, “John Martin's Secret.”
Like all of the Sutton Vaug melodramas,
it abonnds in thrilling scenes and sensa-
tional climaxes, The leap for life at the
end of the third act is said to be one of
the most thrilling effects of the modern

stage. -
Flynn and Sheridan's New City Sports

one of the most popular that visits the
house, and it has certainly lost none of
its good points, [Harry Stewart keeps the
andience in good humor from the risg.
the full of the curtain, ""Theater Fran
ette," a burlesque in two scenes, intro-
duces the whole company, which in-
cludes a dozen or more pretly women
handsomely costumed. The Monte Myro
troupe of four pantomimists is o late
European novelly introduced by ¢lever
artists, and heads the olio, Some of the
others seen are Miss Ruth Heecher, a
sweel singer; Whitelaw and Stewart, the
German and the Celt; Scanlon and Stey-
ens 10 a comedy sketch, and A, ¢ Law-
rénce, the clever mimic.  “‘Pastime
Among the Flowers,"” led by Crissie
Sheridan, is the dancing novelty of the
season. The performance concludes with
ap exceedingly funny cxlmvugaum,
“The Princess of Santingo." There
will be a special matinee Christinas
Monday,

For Christmas week the Meffert Stock
Company has arranged for the produce-
tion of one of the strongest five-act melo-
dramas ever presented in Louisville, No
recent play lias met with more popular
favor than “‘Master and Man,” and as
this will be the first time it has ever been
presented at popular prices the Temple
should be crowded at every performance.
The play is on the style of the “'Silver
King," and will give each member of the
company a favoruble opportunity, to dis-
play the talent they possess, The story
is that of a hunchback who loves the
village school-mistress, and when she
marries another uses every means in his
power lo wreck their happiness. Her
husband is accused of a crime, impris-
oned, escapes and is dogged by the vil-
lain until the bunchback confesses and
his innocence is proved,  The situations
are very strong, especially one in the
fourth act, where an angry mob attem

to throw the hunchback into a red-hot
furnace, The comedy is great and plen-
ful, there being four g-)rx%-rmmcdy char-
acters, It will be magnificently mount-
ed, and as the cast has been augmented
& fine ‘production is assured,

BUCKINGHAM

Week Cam. Sunday Matinee, December 25
FLYNN AND SHERIDAN'S

NEW CITY SPORTS

CHRISTMAS MATINEE MONDAY.

This is one of the strongest companies
onthe road. See the dancing novelty,

PASTIME AMONG THE FLOWERS,
Led by Crissie Sheridap, and
“THE PRINCESS OF SANTIAGO."

TEMPLE THEATER
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MEFFERT STOCK COMPANY
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